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“Very good! Good pacing, good 
descriptive narrative, great character 
development, believable dialogue. 
Classic coming of age story, akin to a 
Tom Sawyer.”

— William C. Uber 
president, American Water 

Gardens, Inc.

“A good sense of passage of time and 
what goes on in a small town. Very 
well written and flows very nicely. 
The descriptions, dialogue and pac-
ing all work together.”

— Bobette McCarthy 
 author and editor

“This book pulls the reader into the 
story, captivates him and holds him 
tightly. It has outstanding character 
descriptions and imagery.”

— Martha Gregory 
Tulsa County Library

“Readers will appreciate the social 
commentary, often in dialogue 
between characters, which reveals 
the radical political and economic 
changes occurring throughout the 
country.”

— Ray Newton 
communications consultant and  

former national coordinator 
Reader’s Digest Writing 

Workshops
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Drawing Straws, George Pogue’s, debut 
novel, is a “coming of age” book. Set in 
rural southwest Missouri in the early 
1960s, a ten-year-old boy, Newton Car-
riger, grows into his teenage years. His 
story includes the usual boyhood pranks, 
pastimes, and typical traumas—until a 
mysterious stranger comes to town. 

Newton, is rescued from drowning 
by an African American drifter—a hobo, 
who befriends the boy, and then is found 
brutally murdered. Newton’s ongoing 
search for resolution to that murder is, in 
large part, a key to his becoming a young 
man.

The story is a serious social commen-
tary about the insular lives of rural people 
who gloss over the murder of a transient 
black man, because he was, “not one of 
their own.” The local law enforcement 
community failed to investigate why a 
hobo died violently, even when all the 
evidence pointed to a homicide.

•	Author appearances, book-signings, 
media interviews

•	National newspaper ad campaign

•	Book website

Drawing Straws

About the 
Author
George Pogue 
grew up in a 
small tourist 
town in the Elk 
River valley, located in the northwest 
foothills of the Ozarks. His parents 
owned the weekly newspaper during 
the 1950s and 1960s, and he spent 
much of his youth in that environment. 
Pogue has been a Boy Scout, volunteer 
firefighter, businessman, and news-
paper publisher. He lives on his farm 
outside Noel, Missouri.


